
On Wednesday 27 September 2017, the  
St George and Sutherland Medical Research 
Foundation (SSMRF) hosted a spectacular 
10th Anniversary Dinner at NSW  
Parliament House.

The 267 guests include doctors, researchers 
and medical teams from St George Hospital 
and The Sutherland Hospital as well as 
government officials, local dignitaries, business 
people, former patients and friends and 
supporters of SSMRF.

Distinguished speakers included the Hon. Scott 
Morrison, Treasurer and Federal Member for 
Cook; David Gonski AC, Chancellor of UNSW; 
Emeritus Professor Alan Mackay-Sim, Australian 

of the Year 2017; Professor 
Emad El-Omar, Professor 

of Medicine UNSW 
and the Director 

MRC and John 
Edmonds, 
SSMRF Chair 
and Conjoint 
Professor of 

DECEMBER 2017

Medicine UNSW. Cathy Yuncken, SSMRF  
Board member and GM Business Banking 
St.George Bank was MC for the night.

“It was a very special occasion” commented 
Jacquie Stratford, CEO SSMRF “an opportunity 
to showcase the significant achievements of 
SSMRF over the past decade as well as thank 
and acknowledge our Board and supporters.” 
“The evening created a real sense of excitement 
for our plans for the next decade.”

The Foundation was established with 
community and corporate support in 2007 
as an independent body working in close 
collaboration with the SES Local Health  
District and UNSW. 

“Our aim is to enrich the healthcare of the 
community through medical research at 
our local hospitals” said SSMRF Chair John 
Edmonds “Over the last 10 years we have 
awarded $2million to 39 grant recipients”  
he added.

Guest speakers The Hon. Scott Morrison and 
David Gonski both commended the work of  
the Foundation and endorsed the importance 
of supporting medical research.

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF 
MEDICAL RESEARCH

Emeritus Professor Alan  
Mackay-Sim, 2017 Australian of  
the Year captivated the audience



The weather was perfect as a record 814 
dashers set off from Peter Depena Reserve 
for the 10th Annual St.George Bank Beachside 
Dash. The Novotel Brighton served gourmet 
BBQ breakfast and lunch throughout the 
morning and sponsors offered massages, 
training tips, warm up and cool down and lots 
of fun activities for the family.

The event is a family fun day offering 2km, 5km 
and 10km events with plenty of post event 
activities for the kids, including jumping castles 
and goody bags provided by St.George Bank.

Special thanks to the local businesses who 
supported SSMRF and the Beachside Dash, 
including: St.George Bank, St George Private 
Hospital, Novotel Sydney Brighton Beach, 

Stellar Profits, Hogs Breath Café, 2NBC 90.1FM, 
CWE Audio Visual, Global Education Academy, 
F45 Blakehurst, The Running Movement, 
Runnulla, McGrath St George, Ramsgate RSL, 
SES, St George Lions Club, St George District 
Athletics Club, Flipout Caringbah, Tynan 
Motors, Bayside Council, Cliff Lewis Printing  
and Bates Bikes. Big thanks also to Lisa 
Whitehouse and her team of volunteers.

The event raised over $30,000 for medical 
research. Next year we want to get over 
1,000 Dashers and raise $100,000 for medical 
research. If you are interested in becoming  
a sponsor, or have any ideas on how you  
can help us reach this goal in 2018, please 
contact event@ssmrf.com.au

10 YEAR DASH

HOWZAT!
On Saturday 2 September, St George District 
Cricket Club held its annual Charity Walk. 

“This is the fourth year we’ve partnered with 
SSMRF, a local organisation that has won 
international acclaim for its ground-breaking 
research, and in that time, we have raised over 
$40,000,” said newly elected Mayor of Georges 
River Council, Kevin Greene.

Mr Greene walked with club treasurer, Mary 
Cheney, and local St George DCA president, 
Danny Williams.

“For the last section 
of the walk we were 
accompanied by 
junior players from 
our local clubs,” Mr 
Williams said. “The 
work of SSMRF 
is important to 
everyone and we 
want our members to 
set a good example.”



On Friday 6 October 2017, 
the St George and Sutherland 
Medical Research Foundation 
(SSMRF) officially announced 
the Inaugural Microbiome 
Research Centre (MRC) 
Research Grants at the 
Research and Education  
Centre, St George Hospital.

Members of SSMRF Board 
and local dignitaries 
joined researchers 
and medical staff 
for the important 
announcements.

“These grants 
were highly 
sought after. 
Applications went 
through a rigorous 
process firstly with the 
SSMRF’s Scientific Advisory 
Committee (SAC) and then 
the final seven applicants were 
interviewed by a distinguished 
MRC Review Panel,” said 
SSMRF Chair Professor  
John Edmonds.

$1MILLION FOR  
MEDICAL RESEARCH

IMPROVED 
UNDERSTANDING  

OF THE  
MICROBIOME IS  

THE MOST EXCITING 
DEVELOPMENT  

IN MEDICINE

L to R: The Hon. Linda Burney MP  
Federal Member for Barton, The Hon. 
Chris Minns MP NSW Member for Kogarah, 
Professor John Edmonds, Chair SSMRF  
and Professor Emad El-Omar

LIONS CLUB 
OF KOGARAH
On Friday 1 September, the 
Lions Club of Kogarah held its 
annual dinner, raising funds to 
purchase laboratory equipment 
for the new Microbiome 
Research Centre (MRC) at 
St George Hospital. The club 
raised over 
$3,000. Thank 
you for your 
continued 
support of 
SSMRF.

DATES FOR  
YOUR DIARY
• 31st January, 2018

Club Seven lunch, Doltone 
House, Sylvania Waters 
from 12pm to 2pm with 
SSMRF, Doltone House and 
McGrath Estate Agents 
hello@clubseven.com.au

• 10th May, 2018

Book now for the SSMRF 
Annual Golf Day at the 
prestigious Australian  
Golf Club. Contact Lisa  
at event@ssmrf.com.au

These grants were 
funded through a Federal 
Government Grant awarded 
to SSMRF to establish the 
Microbiome Research Centre 
(MRC) at St George Hospital. 

Improved understanding of 
the microbiome is the most 
exciting development in 
medicine over the past decade 

and it impacts all aspects 
of health and disease. 

The research 
agenda of the 
MRC will focus 
on the role of the 
microbiome in 
clinically relevant 

health problems 
that affect the 

Australian population.

“This is a milestone for 
both SSMRF and the MRC!” 
commented Professor El-Omar, 
Professor of Medicine UNSW 
and the Inaugural Director 
MRC. “These grants will  
provide vital funding to 

support important research 
programs in cancer, maternal/
foetal health, infection, 
immunity and inflammation 
and mental health/
neuroscience.”

Microbiome
Research
Centre

GYMEA  
VILLAGE 
FAIR
On Sunday 
29th October, 

SSMRF’s supporter 
Austbrokers SPT 

attended the annual Gymea 
Village Fair. Their spectacular 
chocolate wheel was a huge 
success raising $434 in gold 
coin donations on the day – 
all for SSMRF! Big thanks to 
Carla and the super team at 
Austbrokers SPT.



YES, I WOULD  
LIKE TO MAKE A  
DONATION TO SSMRF

Please complete this form and post to:

SSMRF 
Reply Paid 86838  
Kogarah NSW 1485

A tax deductible receipt will be  
forwarded to you for gifts over $2.

  Enclosed is my cheque/money order for  

$   made payable  

to ‘SSMRF’ or

  I have deposited $  by  

EFT into BSB 112 879 Account Number  

4836 16669 (SSMRF)  

on  (date)  

(please complete and mail slip or email 

event@ssmrf.com.au to advise EFT details) or

  Please charge my credit card to  

the amount of $  

 Mastercard 
 Visa 
 Amex

Expiry Date                 /

Signature

Name of Card Holder

  Please contact me about  
leaving a bequest to SSMRF

  I would like this donation to  
be anonymous

Name:

Address:

Mobile:

Email:

@

PRIVACY: The information you provide on this form will  
be used to keep you informed about fundraising activities  
and events. It will be used for these purposes only.  
SSMRF will not share your details. To opt out of  
receiving communications from SSMRF please email  
event@ssmrf.com.au or phone 02 9098 4040.



A WORD 
FROM OUR 
PATRON
Patron Sir Michael Parkinson, 
whose wife Mary received 
medical care during their trip 
to Australia in 2015, sent the 
following message of support.

“The research being done at 
St George Hospital is so vital 
and in particular the work 
in the Microbiome Research 
Centre.  These microorganisms 
found on both healthy and 
diseased humans are becoming 
increasingly recognised as  
a major player in health  
and diseases.  

The work being done by 
Professor El-Omar and his 
researchers is looking to make  
a significant improvement in  
the quality of patient care  
and treatment. 

It is for that reason that I want 
you to join us and support this 
important and vital work being 
undertaken by the St George  
and Sutherland Medical  
Research Foundation.”



The second Michael Tynan Memorial Challenge 
was held on Saturday 11th November.  Over 
100 walkers enjoyed the spectacular coastal 
walk through the National Park from Otford to 
Bundeena. 

Those who didn’t fancy the walk joined the 
event with a charity drive from Wollongong  
to Sydney. 

The day culminated with a very special 
celebration/after party with cocktails, dinner 
and even more fun at Tynan Mercedes-Benz 
Miranda.

SSMRF Board Member and local business 
woman Madeline Tynan commented “My family 
and I come together for The Michael Tynan 
Memorial Challenge in honour of my father, the 
late Michael Tynan OA. We also raise funds to 
support medical research in our local hospitals 

As part of the 2017 Michael Tynan Memorial 
Challenge, we are giving you the chance to 
win a 2017 Suzuki Swift GL Navigator, valued 
at $17,990 driveaway.

To enter, simply purchase your raffle tickets by 
going to www.michaeltynanchallenge.com/win

Tickets are 1 for $20, 3 for $50 or 10 for $100 
and 100% of the funds raised via this raffle  
will go to the St George and Sutherland  
Medical Research Foundation.  
Drawn on 15 December 2017.

WIN A SUZUKI SWIFT

THE MICHAEL TYNAN  
MEMORIAL CHALLENGE
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P 02 9098 4040  |  E ceo@ssmrf.com.au  |  PO Box 35, Kogarah NSW 1485  |  Suite 8, 13 Hogben St Kogarah NSW 2217  

  St George and Sutherland Medical Research Foundation  |  www.ssmrf.com.au

Far right: Cr Carmelo 
Pesce, Mayor of Sutherland, 
Eleni Petinos MP, Member 
for Miranda and The Hon. 
Mark Speakman SC MP, 
Attorney General and 
member for Cronulla

and Dad would be very proud to know his 
family and friends have rallied to walk, drive and 
celebrate in his honour while raising money for 
such a worthy cause.”

Thanks to the many supporters who helped 
make this event such a success: St.George 
Bank, Optus, Car Sales, NRMA, Fairfax, UOW, 
WIN TV, Masterton Homes, Castrol, URM, 
Georges River Council, St George Dragons, 
Blackmores, St George Hospital, Sutherland 
Hospital and St George Private Hospital as 
well as everyone who donated prizes for the 
silent auction.

The final count is still in progress, but significant 
funds have been raised for SSMRF in support of 
medical research in your local hospitals. Sincere 
thanks to Madeline, the Tynan family and the 
wonderful team at Tynan Motors.


